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PERFECT TRUST 


PAL. 37. 5. 

Caſt both thy ſelf and thine affairs a 
on =_ with perfedt Ti? | 1 
And thou ſhalt ſee with patience | . 
theffeT both fd and juſt. ; 


was, How Truſt in God may be ſaid to be perfett ? 


1 ** Queſtion put by a Chriſtian Friend oa Miniſter, 


The Miniſters Anſwer, ſent by Letter, was to this effect. F. 
1 | £ 


Am well aſſured,that I can add nothing by way of Aiſwer, concerning the Queſtion propoſed, to what you are already expe- 
rimentally acquainted with; however, to ſatisſie ypur deſire, and in regard God can make old things new unto us, by giving 


us a new taſte and ſavour of them, I ſhall ſay ſomething, 
I muſt premiſe, that I remember not that = of Truſt any where expreſly to occurr in Scripture, onely in Pſal.37.5. 
our Engliſs Meeter uſeth it, But however, the ſame thing we meet with in Scripture, though in other terms: For perfect 


Truſt can import onely two things; 1. The Trathof it for kind, as a perfe& man is a ſincere and upright man; 2. The 
Strength of it for degree,and ſo it notes not abſolute perfection, but an eminent and ſingular meaſure of chat grace, above 
in the Lord with «ll the heart, Proy. 


what many, or poſlibly moſt attain unto, and this the Scripture expreſſeth by Traſting 
re of this Grace, no doubt, had Hezzkiah, in reſpect of which, 


| 3. 5. that is, truly and ſtrongly. Such an eminem meaſu 
as well as of other Graces, tis ſaid of him, that after bm Was none like bee all the Kinos of Judah, nor any that went before him. 2 K in. 18, 5. 
But when all is done, the moſt perfect Truſt attainable by us here, is mingled with much Diſtruſt ; which yet doth not deprive us of the benefit 
thereof, otherwiſe our condition were ſad : Though we believe not, God faithfull, 2 Tm. 2, 13. that is, ongs our Faith be weak, though it 
often fail, and be ata loſs, as to the aRings of it; = being true, God is by promiſe obliged, and cannot deny himſclf : And ſo though we truſt 
not, not ſo firmly, not ſo conſtantly as we ſhould , yet where there is any meaſure of that grace in truth, God is faithfull : and yet it muſt be 
granted, that the greater meaſure of Faith and truſt we can attain, the more we may expect from God. According to our faith (and ſo according 
to our truſt ) ſo be it unto you, is his language to us; we impair and leſſen dur Mercies by the weakneſs of our Faith and Truſt, as Barak did, uag. 
4. 9. but an eminent Truſt and ſtrong Confidence in God, never fails of ſome eminent appearance of God for us, according to the proportion 


and meaſure of our reliance on him. 


Now our Truſt may be known to be right, 
1, From its Foundation, which is ſome word or promiſe of God, P/al.t 19.42, and that rightly underſtood and applied, elſe it is a preſumptuous 


confidence without warrant, 

2. From the Deſcriptions of the nature of it, which is excellently repreſented unto us in variety of ſignificant expreſſions : *Tis deſcribed by re- 
Hing on the Lord, 2 Chron.t3.18. by ring on him, 2 Chron, 14.11, by ſtaying our ſelves on him, Iſa.50.11. by Haning on him, Cant. 8. 3. by caſting 
ear ſelves, our cares, our burdens on him, = 55.22, 1 Pet. 5. . by having om eyes on him, 2 Chron,20.12. and all cor expeftations from bim, Pſal.62.5. 

«cos wks 3-5. Hof. 
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3. It may be known by the inſeparable Concomitanto of it,which are, 1,Adiſclaiming and renounciag of all other props and fi 
co a faithful Frie he truſtech, 


14.3. Pſal.20.7. Pſal. 2.5, . 2. Frequent recourſe to him in every exigency. A man will be often ru 
in reference to any buſineſs of importance , he ſhall be often conſulted with, his aſſiſtance often implored, upon occaſion of every emergent diffi- 
culty. So if God be our ſtrong Tower, in every danger we will be running into it for ſafety, Prov. 18. 10. If our cruſt be in him, we will be addreſ- 
ſing our ſelves to him, be acknowledging him in all our ways, Prov.3.5. Committing our Works and affairs to him, Pſal.37. and pouring ont our hearts 
before him at all times, Pſal.62 8. 3. Truſt in God is accompanied with, a Care to pleaſe him No prudent man will provoke him, on whom his truſt 


and dependance is for any thing which he valuerh ; nor can he have any good ground of confidence in his help and aſſiſtance, whom by his daily af- 
friendly, Prev. 1 8. 24. and ſo muſt he that will have them for the 


troats and miſcarriages he makes his Enemy. He that hath frundt, muſt carry 1 

future, or elſe in reaſon he canno: expect to have them long. Hence rr»ſt in the Lerd and doing good are linked together, Fſal. 37.3. This will 

greatly ſtrengthen our truſt, Prev. 14. 26. and without this all our confidence is vain, Per. 5. 4, , &c. 4. True truſt in God is attended with the 

diligent »ſe of ſuch lam full means as Gods providence offers. Thus Pau ſotruſts in Gods promiſe for ſaving himſelf and the reſt in the ſhip, as 

he no way oppoſeth the uſe of ſuch mears, by which the Providence of God was to be ſerved, A. 27, Neglect of Means makes our Confidence 
monruing under our 


no other then a preſumptuous tempting of God. 5. True Truſt in God is accompanied with a ſenſe and bewailing of, and « 

Diſtruſt, together with a ſtriving againſt it, and a ſtirring up our ſelves to hope in God. So David, _ Why art then caft down, why arr 

thou diſquicted, O my ſoul ? ſtill hope in God, &c. And the man inthe Goſpel, Lord, I believe, help chow my ef. So, Lord, I cruſt in thee, hefp 
6. Tis accompanied with a ſenſe of our unvvorthineſs of whatever favour or relief we are truſting in God for. So Pacos, Gen. ; 2. 


thou my diſtruſt, 
manifeſting his truſt in God by his recourſe to him in his diſtreſs, acknowledgeth himſelf »»worthy of all the mercy and truth which God had formerly 


farmed him, and conſequently much more of that protection againſt Eſau, which he further begged of him. „ 
4. This holy Truſt in God may be diſcerned by rhe Effects of it, which are ſuch as theſe : 1. If quiets the heart, compaſeth the ſpirit, and frees it 
fears and cares, at leaſt according to the meaſure of ir, and at ſuch times when the actings of it are not b mere i or * 

with joy 


from diſtracting 5 
wiſe obſtructed. 1/a.26.3. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, c. 2. It helds wp the heart, and keeps from ſiniing, yea, ſometimes 
cr in the Lord, Sc. z. le 


and holy triumph, even when all outward means fail, Hab $0627 ſn ene, 7er I — 7.4 16. 16. Fir le 
non. 4. 18. 10. that 


enables and ſtrengthent the ſoul to wait Gods ſeaſon for Deliverance, yea, tbough he ſhould ſeem long to hold us in ex 
eth in God with all his heart, will not make haſte, 4. IteffeRually preſerverh from making uſe of any unlaWfull means, He 


believeth,and ſo he that 

that truſteth in the Lord needs not do it, for he knoweth whom he hath truſted, even one who knows how ro deliver, 2 Pet. 2.9. and never fails thoſe 
who rr»ſt in him, P ſal. g. 10. To reach forth the hand to take hold of any unwarrantable relief, were to renounce his truſt in God , where re in this 
ſence alſo, he that believeth or truſteth, will not make haſte, as that place is likewiſe underſtood, 5. Sound Truſt in God will make us ii. 


and in ſome meaſure enable us to referr all to his good pleaſure, to give up all to his diſpoſal, to put all our all into his hands. And thus much is implied in 
the phraſe of committing our way to him, Pſal.37.5. When we entirely truſt a wiſe and fairhfull man in any weighty buſineſs, we referr all to his Wiſ- 
age him in point of Honour not to fail them: And indeed, it is impoſ- 


dom, Care, and Integrity. They who can thus truſt God, do as it were en 
ſible he ſhould fail them, not onely on this account, bur likewiſe upon er, to wit, that he himſelf hath canſed them to truſt in him, as the phraſe 
of the Pſalmiſt is, P/al.119.49. 1. By Promiſes to thoſe who ſhall truſt in him; 2. By Commands and peremptory charges laid on them to do it; 

Rings and drawings of his 


3. By manifold Experiences of his never failing their expectations formerly; and 4%, By moſt ſweet and efficaciow Encour 
own Spirit, he hath induced them, and prevailed with them to truſt in him: and after all this can he fail them, or betray them? The — — 
Id not deliver the poor Bird to the Hawk, from which it had taken ſhelrer under his Cloak, and yet he never allured the Bird into 


ood nature wou 
ws refuge : God hathallured us to take Sanctuary under his Wing, and therefore Heaven and Earth can ſooner paſs away, then he fail us, How 
well alſo he takes it at our hands that we will truſt in him, and the ſecurity he bath thereupon given us, that one excellent place, Pſal.91.14,15,16, 


abundantly manifeſteth. 
Has.2.4 Ro M. 1. 17, Cc. The Juſt ſhall live by h's Fa tb. 
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